48       ENSURING RAILROAD TANK CAR SAFETY
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FIGURE 2-6 Annual shipments (carloads) of hazardous materials in tank
cars and other types of freight cars, 1986to 1992 (Bureau of Explosives 1992;
Bureau of Explosives 1993).

The types of commodities shipped by tank car can vary significantly by
region. Much of the hazardous materials traffic originating from the Gulf
Coast consists of petrochemicals and allied products. A large portion of
traffic in the Midwest, Florida, and other agricultural regions consists of
fertilizers, such as anhydrous ammonia. The Northeast and Great Lakes
regions are origin and destination points for many acids and chemicals
used in manufacturing and processing and for significant refinery traffic,
including shipments of gasoline, home heating oil, and other petroleum
products.

Table 2-6 gives hazardous materials that are commonly shipped to or
from regions by railroad tank car.

Tank Car Ownership and Leasing

Tank cars are among the most expensive freight cars to build, operate, and
maintain. The price paid for most other new freight cars (except refrig-